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Origin of the International Language- English 

Abstract 

English is the third most speaking language and because of this it is considered as global 
lingua franca after Standard Chinese and Spanish. It is a fact that the number of people who 
speaks English is more even than the native speakers. The birth of English began with the 
emergence of three Germanic tribes who has conquered Britain during the 5 th century AD. The 
origin of English traced to Anglo-Frisian dialects which were brought by Anglo-Saxon settlers 
in Britain. The aim of this paper is to present the basic history of International language in 
chronological order of their periods as till present day, English language is still emerging and 
changing. With the evolution of time, English has tightened its root in entire world of speaking, 
analyzing, learning, listening etc and because of this characteristics, English as a second 
Language (ESL) has proved its utter importance. This paper also presented the comparative 
study of those evolving periods of English history in order to understand how the grammar, 
vocabulary etc were changing since the ages. 


Keywords: English as a second Language (ESL), Dialects, Grammar, Invasions, Vocabulary 
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1. Introduction 

One English, since its origin 1,600 or so years ago, unlike other languages which either 
got invented within the boundaries of one nation or on specific geographical territory has taken 
its birth by crossing both the natural and man-made borders and through invasions, picking the 
pieces of other languages on its way and along with modifying its characteristics, spreading 
the importance of language across the world. Language is one factor that defines the country 
as it bears ah the cultural heritages, the face of the local literature, way of diplomacy, trading, 
and an object of country's pride therefore it is not a misinterpretation to conclude that today 
English is having the same emphasis as was Latin in the era of Roman Empire because of the 
popularity of being the third most speaking language. English is actually a West Germanic 
Language which was spoken in early medieval England for the first time and later became the 
global mode of communication. People ah around the globe are able to interact with one 
another despite of the differences in the accents and dialects in terms of phonetics and 
phonology. This paper has described about the development of English where it came from, 
how it developed, and how it came to have its today’s form. 

2. History of English Language 

Periodization is defined as the division of the history of studied entities in terms of 
periods. English is language which comprises approximately 750,000 words which is quiet 
impressive and multifaceted language and unl ik e other languages, it has evolved with time and 
place. Thus English scholars must know about the history of their language. 

Along with the emergence of Germanic tribes that is the Saxons, the Angels and the 
Jutes it brought down the birth of English language. In those days, Celtic was the main language 
of Britain people but unfortunately, most of the Celtic speakers were thrown by the foreigners 
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to west and north which is today called as Wales, Ireland and Scotland. Englaaland is the place 
where the Angels came from and their mother tongue was "Englisc" from where the words like 
"England" and "English" got in picture. 

1600 years later, the fact came which concluded that there are 300 million speakers who 
are native and 300 million people who speak English as a second Language and in addition to 
this, 100 million people are utilizing it as foreign language for communication abroad. 

The history of any language is comprised of internal and external history where these 
two aspects are connected to one another but it is a one way and that means the external history 
can affect the internal history but not vice versa. For example, in the north between the 
Scandinavians and the English, the rise of bilingualism in the 9th and 10th century had immense 
effect over the structure of English. However, it cannot be said about the Great Vowel Shift 
which is an internal change has affected external advancements in any way. Thus, two types of 
classification are: 


• Internal History 

• External History 

V Internal history 

Nothing is permanent in this world, thus language also do changes over time. It is only 
concerned with the definitions, descriptions and explanations of the changes that have taken 
place in language with passing of the time that is how pronunciation, vocabulary, spellings and 
grammar have modified with the passage of time. The easiest notable manner of change is in 
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vocabulary: almost every day new words get generated or old ones gain either new meanings 
or they become old-fashioned to use. For example: 

In the context of you, the pronoun thou is used, but originally addresses one person 

only. 

Though the grammar and pronunciation also changes but their change is significantly 
unseen as these changes take place much more slowly. 

Example of grammar: 

Everyone has a bike of his own. 

Everyone has a bike of their own. 

The first statement tells us the older use, the masculine pronoun his, is used to indicate 
to everyone back. In today's world, his is avoided because of the exactness of gender. The 
change in pronunciation is more difficult to recognize though still possible. 

Example of pronunciation: 

In standard British English pronunciation, there was use of words like soar, pour, story, 
boar etc which were pronounced with diphthong in early 20th century, called as Received 
Pronunciation (RP). But nowadays, this diphthong is replaced by a long monophthong as it 
sounded old fashioned. 

•S External History 

It consists of the social, political or cultural events that influence the people who speaks 
the language as these are related with non-linguistic circumstances under which this language 
has born. For example: after the discovery of America, English was drifted abroad. The 
colonization by England of North America with no assets was a linguistic event. Eventually 
after the colonization, it has started grooming in peculiar ways in America and England. And 
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it is most surprising that by the end of 18th century, there was enough significant difference 
that leads to differentiate between British English and American English. 

The justification of dividing the history was based partly on external and internal basis. 
English is the possession of Germans and their Germanic language later on it got preceded by 
Celtic. After this, it got inspired from Latin, Scandinavian and Germanic dialects and in the 
end it also gets belongs to French. The history of English has divided into three main parts that 
is: 


• Old English (450-1100 AD) 

• Middle English (1100-circa 1500 AD) 

• Modern English (since 1500) 

2.1 The Old English (450-1100 AD) 

The Old English has started and spoken in England around AD 450 (449 is the date 
which is written in the history by Venerable Bede). It is been said that these tribes have came 
with the first shipload of West Germanic wars to British Isles after crossing the North sea 
from diverse paths and corners of northwest Denmark as well as Germany and these three 
Germanic tribes Jutes, Angles and Saxons are warlike as they are violent in overpowering 
the Scots, the Piets and the Britons which were natives. And at that time, Romans began 
calling the Britain as England- the Angles land. Other term, Anglo-Saxon which is used to 
refer the people and language of those times. By and large, The Angeles got settled in middle 
and north of England, the Jutes in that place where in present date is Kent and the Saxon is 


in the south. 
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Later on, by the invaders most of the inhabitants of Britain which spoke previously 
Celtic language was dislocated and pushed into today's Gaelic languages of Cornwall, 
Scotland and Wales. However with the passage of time, it left with no speakers thus it is 
dead. One among the groups of Celts, escaped from Germanic persecution and migrated to 
the place where their heir still speak the Celtic Language of Breton today and that place is 
Brittany Coast of France. 

For so many years, Angles, the Saxons, and Jutes have mixed Germanic dialects in 
spite of dissimilarities. And thus it leads to the foundation of what linguistics called as Old 
English or Anglo-Saxon. After the invasion of Anglo-Saxon, awareness regarding the 
English started spreading. In later centuries, English language got developed during the 
establishment of West Saxon kingdom. After 800, it became more factual as due to the 
invasion of England by the Danes, the Germanic tribes in England were partitioned from their 
counterparts in Scandinavia. 

The arrival of St. Augustine on British soil was a defining moment in the culture of 
Anglo-Saxon which took place in 597 who has brought more Latin words into the English 
langauge. In around 4 years, Augustine was the first to become Archbishop to behold the seat 
at Canterbury and because of his efforts, Latin was reinforced for the conversion of Anglo- 
Saxons to Christianity in 7th century which lead to major changes as it brings with it the 
vocabulary (e.g. mass, school etc) and the basis for the writing system. 

Around 878 AD Danes and Norsemen, which were also known as Vikings invaded 
the whole nation and thus English got more new words of Norse into its language at north of 
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England. Words which came from Norse are: egg, skin, window (wind eye), leg, sky, cake, 
anger, fellow, flat, ugly, give, call, they, them, their, raise, get, odd, skill, and husband. 

English and Norse words both coexists but with same or slightly different meanings. 


Norse 

English 

anger 

wrath 

skip 

shift 

scatter 

shatter 

nay 

no 

fro 

from 

raise 

rear 

bask 

bathe 

ill 

Sick 

skin 

Hide 

dike 

Ditch 

skirt 

Shirt 

skill 

Craft 


Table 1: English and Norse Words coexistent 


In this period, several books were also written and the most famous and epic poem 
was "Beowulf". It is the known for its length -3,183 lines and the oldest poem. 
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Fig 1: Opening lines of manuscript “Beowulf’ 



Fig 2: Old English Dialect Areas 
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William the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy (today part of Modern France) invaded and 
conquered England in 1066 with the assistance of his armies and then he became the king. The 
Normans as new conquerors along with his nobles speaks French for the government. They 
have brought French language with themselves which became the language of administration, 
culture, Royal Court and business classes. For some years, it brought down the new division 
on the basis of linguistics between the upper class and lower class people. Lower class people 
spoke English which was considered as a vulgar tongue and the upper class spoke French. 

Around 1200, England and France was separated. English language got modified a lot 
because it was not written for about 300 years and only spoken. The use of English words with 
some of the French words came back again. These are: 


French 

English 

close 

Shut 

reply 

Answer 

odour 

Smell 

annual 

Yearly 

demand 

Ask 

chamber 

Room 

desire 

Wish 

power 

Might 

ire 

wrath / anger 


Table 1: English and French Words coexistent 
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And therefore this language is called as Middle language. The words which got 
embedded were very much of importance such as crown, parliament, mansion, art, romance, 
duke, governor, traitor, gown, banquet, beauty and poet. It should be known that as English 
was underway for the Norman class people and therefore the words for the meats are derived 
from them are French (veal, venison, bacon, pork, mutton ) while for most of the domestic 
animals, the names derived are ( ox, calf, swine, sheep, cow, deer ). As the Normans were 
dominant and prestigious people also because of their power in contexts like the law, court, 
education and administration, this lead to huge acquiring of vocabulary into English language. 
At the time of ruling centuries English language was having no official status in spite of this, 
it still became the third most widely speaking language in its own country. It then started 
happening, sometimes Old English and French language features combined their components 
to make a new word, 

For example.: 

The French gentle and the Germanic man formed gentleman. 

Or sometimes words of Old English got altered by French ones. 

For example: 

crime replaced firen 

uncle replaced earn 

Other than this, Norman speakers also modified the written skills of English, respelling 
words using some conventions from French like changing of the some words l ik e cw<jn became 
queen, "hw" to "wh" so that the pronunciation of hwaer became where, hwil became while and 
hwaenne became when etc. Another abrupt change was when hwo became who and because 
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of this changing the entire pronunciation got different and it feels like the omission of the "w" 
sound fully. This was some kind of blunders which got enrooted in English during that era. 


V Great Vowel Shift 

The Middle English is also known because of the shifting in the vowels. As in the end 
of this era, a unique and sudden change occurred in the pronunciation with vowels being spoken 
shorter and shorter. It was a great change which has affected the pronunciation of vowels that 
lead to the advancement towards metamorphosis into Modern English. Basically, if a vowel 
needs to be pronounced from only one place in the mouth then it means long vowels shifts 
higher i.e. upwards thus called as Great Vowel Shift. It took place within the period of fifteen 
to eighteen centuries. Due to this Great Vowel Shift, it has involved movements of articulation 
i.e. how sounds are made of the long stressed vowels. For example: "long e" in Chaucer’s 
"sheep". Chaucer is the person whose "The Canterbury Tales" is the most famous collection of 
stories and the most famous example of Middle English. So, "long e" in "sheep" had the letter 
of Latin "e" (sounds like Modern English "shape" [/e/]). 
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Fig 3: Book by Chaucer “The Canterbury Tales” 



Fig 4: Middle English Dialect Areas 


2.3 The Modern English (since 1500) 

2.3.1 Early Modern English Period (1500AD - 1800AD) 

The early modern period of English began at the end of middle period; it has entered 
the so-called Modem' era in 16th century and still evolving. Scholars recognize the Modern 
English with the invention of printing by William Caxton. He has printed the books by the end 
of 15th century which has contributed to the standardised language with fixed spelling, correct 
vocabulary and accepted conventions of punctuation and of grammars. The next changes in 
English language were brought down by the Renaissance. It leads to the introduction of inkhorn 
terms such as devulgate, obtestate, subsecive, deruncinate, fatigue, ingent and attemptate. 
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It is also considered as the Golden age of English writing. The "Book of Common 
Prayer" was introduced in the churches and Version of "The Bible" took more than two 
centuries to introduce Bible in England for their native people and language, these were the 
two milestones which got published in 16th and 17th century. 



Fig 5: Version of Bible 
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The BOOR of 

Common Prayer, 

And Aclininiftration of the 

SAC R A M K N T T S, 

AND O 1 II I K 

RITES and CEREMONIES 
o v THE 

C H U R C H, 

A< cot dim; to the L/fc of 

The C H U K C H of ENGLAND: 

lOCKTIIIK IV I 1 M t II 1 

PSALTER 

O R 

P S A JL M S of I) A V I D, 

Pointed <u they are to be or Jaid in dhurches. 

C A M It A* / D G E. 

Pnmrd by JOHN RASKKKMLLK 1'imirr to ilx (,'aixrfc\. 
by wHotu tbev ale lol4. /im! bv It l>OI> IWtoVfrlln, 
in Aw Mat^Luw. Lundon M DCC t-XIl 


Fig 6: The Book of Common Prayer 


Poetry also became famous for several generations, and many English writers took the 
challenge of poetry. But it was clear that to play with the words, enjoying the freedom and 
relative flexibility of English there was only one man who has changed the entire context of 
English beautifully was William Shakespeare. At that time, he himself had coined 2,000 words 
and also has introduced countless phrases etc. Another factor that has affected greatly was 
Great Vowel Shift that includes Chaucer's pronunciation. The orthoepists were the people who 
acted as the self-appointed protectors of the language in seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 
Those people guide and teach the orthographical changes and this motivation leads that modern 
English words still remained as it is to their Latin origins. 

2.3.2 Late Modern English (1800-Present) 

There is clear difference of enhanced vocabulary between early-modem and late- 
modern English. And the reason for this humongous vocabulary was Industrial Revolution, the 
subsequent rise of technology and the British Empire. There was a need for neologisms to 
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describe the new inventions of scientific revolutions. Some words were produced such as 
airplane, typewriter, megabytes, hard-drive, android and horsepower. 

Since 1600, North America's English Colonization has developed a peculiar American 
variety of English. American English is most popular as its influence has exerted greatly in 
every sphere. It was indeed possible to guess American English than that of British English. It 
is said that American English is more nearer to the Shakespeare than modern British English. 

American English had to face the new emerging conditions of colonists crossing the 
Atlantic from Britain. It also has brought the changes in flora and fauna that were unknown. 
Sometimes, the dialects of America also act as the way of seeking for the places like Mississippi 
and Iowa, to understand native words of America into English language. Spanish also lead the 
changes on American English; the words of Spanish are canyon, vigilante, stampede, ranch 
and mustang. 

There was a difference in stress of long words. For example: in British English, the 
word cigarette is stressed thusly as ciga’rette but there would no stress at all in American 
English. There are some differences such as words end in -or in American English whereas 
with -our in British spellings. Therefore, color/colour, flavor/flavour, humor/humour etc. 
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A CRITICAL 

PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY, 

axd cvrosrron or 

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE: 

in wimi*. exi.r ru*. mkamiro or nm n < uaiu (.intiMa, 

«*!• IML MN'IU or Mill lULOll I MItidU IIW«I. 

«7, «KIKt lOIM ARK M'UKTIO Hl»»l K»»7 Holl'M l*IX>»V 
Tilt AirmotuniA or ovn tur nwwuwiw) kicikomaaio ark rvui uiiamn, 
nit tuwin von »*ni ark at lamik nwtmp. amv rat 
rKUUMKU rKAVKCMTKHi i« iravnoon. 

T. R>Am4 <o f»rfU*4. 

PRINCIPLES OF ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION: 

i« miikm m now «r ucm*. iiumim. or »«*«»«. ui ramnui 
■nrmurnv *»i» tip»»»nr»u» uk»«uk, 
na nruiMi «r rat Min »m> w»*« mi or* «*» r«ini. •»» m* Kim maroiiii 
or i mc mu«t. n nnraiRwti uwi*im or riMiti Mrru. 

041 TUM M TIM UlMMit AM MU* M» « M T» Ul Wt IMMlIMK 



llttlrt to l* oiimo/ Jty >V AMm of ScotltiirA, Ireland, anA /xoirfw, 
/«r rtra'i/iirf their r e*p t< t irr prtntiaritie* ; ami 
n ■ in ton ro iramim, *um iiinuuu a tirwuMi rr m» m <>r ran nnv-i t r « 



MltMKVATIO.N^ mMOMKiU U.OUIUAI, AND OR,I\UHTK.VL 


BY JOHN WALKER. 

kvimm or iuju *r*or uiKtmox, wh» 



tiii: rmmni ri»mox 


LONDON : 

IIIIIOIIPT H up PPIMIP Kf «. PIIMH, c ««tnr» tn*« . 
im t rim ««» w, piun « wiuu. lom<iui, mi mi rki «. »mm». *»ti ntoM r, 
kupl ctun . « *»» a Bowran . cKraau *r«> in . MiMrcn'. 

PIU.V, *M> MMU. AKtM WJLRKR. EPWtkPt. UP ItVtWW 

1915. 


Fig 7: Title page of Walker Dictionary 


3. Chronology of English Language 


From 43 AD to present day, still the language is emerging and changing very 


hastily. People from different countries brought new cultures and linguistics with them 


which ultimately leads to the formation of new pronunciations, spellings and words. From 


the invasions till the freedom, English language has deepened its root all through the world 


and has become the most essential language to learn for communication. This table shows 


the chronological order in which English language has gained importance with each period 


passing. 
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Year 

Event 

It’s 

importance 

Spoken 

language 

43 AD 

Invasion of 

Britain by Romans, 

which was the 

beginning of Roman 

rule. 

Because of its 

utter influence as it 

was outside language 

Celtic 

436-449 

Romans left 

and Germans 

invaders arrived 

Impact of 

outside language 

Celtic 

450-480 

Came to 

know about English 

inscriptions that too 

old 

First record 

in written form of 

speaking 

Old English 

1000 AD 

Oldest 

manuscript 

“Beowulf’ was 

written in English 

language 

Story reveals 

grammatical rules of 

written language 

Old English 

1150 

Oldest 

manuscript surviving 

in Middle English 

Written 

records of language, 

so they were able to 

see how changes are 

taking place 

Middle 

English 
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1348 

In schools, 

Latin got replaced by 

English language 

English was 

gaining popularity 

Middle 

English 

1604 

First Dictionary of 

Setting the standards 

Modern English 


English language got 

for language in 



published in 

written form 



alphabetical order 



1828 

American dictionary 

For written language, 

Modern English 


got published by 

it set standards 



Webster 




Table 4: Chronology of English 


4. Comparison of Old, Middle and Modern English 

The comparison among these three is mainly done to understand how the changes were 
taking place in those eras. How dialects, structures, pronunciations, grammars, vowels shifting 
etc were occurring. This table shows the contrast among three and emphasis on all the aspects 
possible to know these modifications till present day. 


Properties 

Old English 

Middle English 

Modern English 

Time 

450 AD to 1100 AD 

1100 AD to 1500 AD 

1500 AD till the 


or from Mid 5th 

or from late 11th 

present day, or from 


century to Mid 11th 

century to late 15th 

late 15 th century to 


century. 

century. 

the present. 

Origin 

Historical form of 

Developed after 

Modified with 


English language. 

Norman Conquest 

evolution of time 
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Influence 

Latin influence. 

French influence. 

Developed as a 

language of its own 

Sentence Structure 

Free structure for 

Subject-verb 

Subject-verb 


words and sentence 

oriented structure 

oriented structure 

Pronouns 

Same pronoun used 

It exhibits a variety 

Uses only one 


for same case in the 

of pronouns in the 

pronoun for each 


first and second 

same case for the 

case of the pronoun. 


personal pronouns. 

same pronoun. For 

For example, his for 


For example, pe, ]}ec 

for Y ou in 

the accusative case. 

example, hir, hire, 

heore, her, here for 

her in the genitive 

case 

genitive case. 

Dialect 

Not a monolithic 

Many dialects in 

Language is 


language, each of the 

four dialects was 

spoken by 

independent 

kingdom. 

different regions but 

later language 

became more 

standardised. 

standardised here. 

Pronunciation 

Some silent letters 

In Middle English, 

Some letters are not 


are present. For 

all written letters 

pronounced in 


example, in secean, 

you will not 

pronounce c. That 

means the word is 

were pronounced. 

Modern English. For 

example, K in knight 

is silent. 
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pronounced as 

‘seek.’ 



Grammar 

Nouns, adjectives, 

Many inflectional 

Simplified 

Inflections 

pronouns, and verbs 

have many 

inflectional forms 

and endings. 

forms of nouns, 

adjectives and verbs. 

inflectional forms of 

nouns, verbs and 

adjectives. 

Morphology 

Included dative, 

nominative, 

instrumental and 

accusative. 

Because of its 

simplicity, the 

language became 

more similar to 

Modern West 

Frisian, a Dutch 

related language than 

the Germanic. 

Simplified language 

more like Modern 

west Frisian. 


Table 5: Comparative study of Old, Middle and Modern English 


5. Conclusion 

Today the use of English language is enormous as it seems like it is their own native 
language or as a first language or a second language without having any thought that it has its 
country of origin somewhere far but it has been carried from country to country by different 
kinds of people be it Romans, Norsemen, Vikings etc for various activities such as trading, 
administration, cultural, economic business etc. 
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The development and the advancement of English language is still occurring in both 
standard and non-standard activities at all linguistic levels with respect to external effects like 
modern communication technologies) and internal effects like continuing forces for the correct 
sound-system, no grammatical ambiguity and many more. 

With the emergence of new words and the modification of old ones, we should not resist 
these changes. As these changes are for the good of people only and to keep the people with 
time. Since the activities which are carrying out today is comparable to the reconstruct able 
history of English. And therefore, English always remained as essential as was in old days. 
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